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AT A GLANCE
SLIGO SCIENCE FESTIVAL 2020

8TH – 15TH NOVEMBER PART OF NATIONAL SCIENCE WEEK

Sligo Science Festival 2020 – A Virtual Experience

The majority of this year’s Sligo Science Festival including the Sligo Science Fair will 
take place online. 

We have a new Sligo Science Festival website to offer further information on the 
festival and to allow you to book onto activities during the festival. 
Go to www.sligosciencefestival.ie

To guarantee your place please book via our website or for schools activities please 
contact Oli Melia - melia.oli@itsligo.ie

Sunday 8th November

The Sligo Science Fair – the virtual 
experience - 12.00 - 5.00 pm 
Family event explaining science in a fun way 
Public Event (All Ages)

Monday 9th November

Mysterious Microbes 
Online Workshop with Scientific Sue 
9.30am and 11am
Primary Schools invitation only event

Professor Adrian V. S. Hill
How fast can vaccines be developed for 
pandemics?: the COVID-19 experience
Webinar
11am – 12 noon
Secondary Schools invitation only event

Professor Mark Miodownik
Delightful and Dangerous Liquids
Webinar
7pm
Public Event (All Ages)

Tuesday 10th November

Automata
Online Workshop with Fire the Inventor
9.30am and 11am
Primary Schools invitation only event

Professor Luke O’Neill
COVID19: an update
Webinar
11am – 12 noon
Secondary Schools invitation only event

GULP!
Online Show
8pm Public Event (All Ages)

Wednesday 11th November

Automata
Online Workshop with Fire the Inventor
9.30am 
Primary Schools invitation only event

Mysterious Microbes 
Online Workshop with Scientific Sue 
11am
Primary Schools invitation only event

Dr Michael Ryan
COVID-19: What have we learned and 
what do we need to do?
Webinar 
11am – 11:45am
Secondary Schools invitation only event

Science Made Simple
It’s Only Water… Or Is It? Science Show 
9.30am, 11am
Schools invitation only event
7pm Public Event (All Ages)

Sam Moore
Some Recent Revelations at the 
Carrowkeel passage tomb complex 
Webinar
7pm
Public Event (All Ages)

Thursday 12th November

The Amazing Wonderstruck 
Fan-Powered Car Workshop
Online Workshop 
9.30am, 11am and 1pm
Primary Schools invitation only event

Professor Christopher Riley
Becoming a bi-planetary species
Webinar
2pm – 3pm
Secondary Schools invitation only event

Professor Christopher Riley
Becoming a bi-planetary species
Repeated Recorded Webinar with live Q&A
7pm – 8pm Public event

Apollo Raw and Uncut
Outdoor Film Screening
10am – 11pm (13 Hour)
IT Sligo Knocknarea Arena Car Park
Public event

Overview of Forensic Autopsy 
Pathology: Critical Forensic Basics 
and Case Studies with Dr.Paul 
Hartel,MD 
Webinar 
8.00pm

Dr Iain McCurdy
Cantus Vespertilio - hidden sounds
Webinar 
7.00pm Public Event (All Ages)

Friday 13th November

Science Made Simple 
Fooling Your Senses Workshop
9.30 & 11.30am
Primary Schools invitation only event

Dr Helen Pilcher
Bring Back the King: The Science of 
De-extinction
Webinar
7pm Public Event (All Ages)

Moonwalking in Sligo
8.00pm Sligo Woodland venue TBC
PUBLIC EVENT (Age 12+) 
Limited to 15 persons

All week

The Sligo Science Trail in city 
centre shop windows
SFI: Science Week Roadshows
Online 
Schools events
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Sligo Science Fair
SUNDAY 8TH NOVEMBER
12.00 - 5.00 pm

Virtual family event explaining science in a fun way
The Annual Science Fair will include a wide range of 
performances, interactive displays and demonstrations for 
all the family to enjoy. Experiments, Discovery and lots of fun 
guaranteed for both children and adults.

Show and 
Performances
The Science of 
Dragons with 
Scientific Sue 
12.00, 2.00 & 
3.45pm

Join Scientific Sue 
on this most historical and 
creative journey of scientific discovery.

The show is based on the books 
written by Cressida Cowell: How to 
Train your Dragon. Not once does 
Cressida mention the words science 
or engineering but she has her young 
Vikings and their Dragons doing some 
really amazing scientific stuff! 

Scientific Sue will investigate and 
explore the science of how dragons 
fly. Then, using some of the science 
behind different ‘fire types’ (steam, ice 
fog, explosive gases, burning rocks, 
flammable gases and of course smoke 
and flames) she will create her own 
dragon. 

KenMystery 
with Dr Ken 
Farquhar
12.45, 2.45 & 
4.30pm

A magical 
chemistry and 
science show inspired 
by the ancient Greeks belief that 
everything was made of and explained 
by four elements - earth, water, air, 
and fire. Join Dr Ken as he uncovers 
some strange science in the kitchen, 
finds out how weird water really 
can be, attempts some “airmazing” 
levitation and discovers how to make 
fire appear and safely disappear.

Be a scientist and follow along or try 
some of Dr Ken’s Experiments after 
the show. All you need is :-

An Empty Coke Can, a Plastic drinking 
cup, breakfast box size cardboard, 
scissors, jug of water (300 ml ish), 
large plastic bowl, kitchen cloth to wipe 
up any spillages.

Where experiments involve water, set 
up and try them away from electrical 
devices like computers, pads etc. And 
wipe up any water straight away to 
avoid slipping on it.

Victoria 
Walker’s 
Chemical 
Crew

1.00, 2.30 & 
4.00pm

Chemistry Crew present, a dance 
piece inspired by the consequences of 
global warming we are beginning to 
face, drawing on the natural elements 
and their powers of destruction. More 
importantly, we are inspired by how we 
can unite, together, to find a solution.

All costumes worn for the piece 
are recycled to fit the theme from 
materials we had in our studio...

Mad Professor
1.00, 2.30 & 
4.15pm

Fun and 
interactive 
science 
experience. 
Join the Mad 
Professor on a 
journey through many principles of 
science seeing how everyday items 
help shape the world of science.

Wonderstruck – 
From Afar!
12.15, 1.30 & 3.30pm

Online Science! 
Spend an awesome 
30 minutes learning 
about different types 
energy and how we can use 
that energy to do some amazing things.

The show is fast-
paced and we try 
to cram in as 
much science 
goodness as 
possible. You 
can expect to see 
a working hybrid 
rocket motor, a Ruebens 
flame tube, liquid nitrogen, a glowing 
gherkin, gunpowder and plenty more.

Suitable for ages 7 to 13 and last 30 
minutes. 

Demonstrations 
& Interactive 
Workshops
AUTOMATA – MECHANICAL ART 
WORKSHOP WITH FIRE THE 
INVENTOR
12.00, 12.35, 1.10, 
2.00, 2.35, 3.10, 3.45 
& 4.30pm

Exercise your 
artistic skills 
while learning 
some basics 
about mechanical 
movement in this 
30 minute creative 
technology online workshop. Using a 
mix of pre-made parts, chopsticks, a 
cardboard box, and a load of art and 
craft materials, you can engineer a 
moving toy or automata that bursts into 
life at the turn of a handle. Suitable for 
all ages (younger children will need 
adult help). 

Once booked onto this online 
workshop, you will receive the kit to 
join in the workshop live on the day.
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Nature 
Challenge with 
Michael Bell 
12.30, 2.30 & 
4pm

Learn all about 
the wonderful world 
of nature to be found in and around 
Co Sligo in this 30 minute online 
session with quizzes to test your nature 
knowledge, live mini beasts to view and 
bones from the second largest animal 
in the world that were found in Sligo!

Join Michael online and discover 
Nature around us.

The Wonder of Marine Life with 
Robin Barry 
12.00, 1.30 & 3.15pm

Experience the wonderful magic of 
the Marine World around us and learn 
how to identify different sea shore 
species edible and non-edibles, such 
as shellfish, seaweed plants, fish, 
birds and mammals emphasizing the 
importance of protecting marine life 
from the dangers of plastics entering 
our waterways. Join Robin for 30 
minutes of marine life discovery.

Exploration Dome 
with Martin Conroy
12:00, 12:30, 1.00, 
1.30, 2.30, 3.00. 3.30, 
4.00 & 4.30pm 

The 20 minute virtual 
Planetarium experience that gives 
children a chance to interact with the 
planets and stars in our 
universe.

All-Ireland Pollinator Plan with 
Leif Barry
1.00, 2.15 & 4.15pm

Leif Barry is an environmental scientist 
from the Burren in Co. Clare. Leif is a 
Bumblebee recorder for the National 
Biodiversity Data Centre. Learn all 
about our many wild 
pollinators 
and how to 
provide 
them 
with 
nectar 
and 
pollen 
sources 
so they can 
survive and thrive. 
Identification aimed 
at Adults, parents and children. Join 
Leaf online for this 30 minute session 
and learn how to become a citizen 
scientist!
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AbbVie Supporting Science 
Education
AbbVie’s commitment to promoting 
science within our communities 
is exemplified by the company’s 
three-year sponsorship of the Sligo 
Science Festival.

AbbVie’s support has helped 
the festival undertake exciting 
initiatives including face-paced 
science shows, educational 
exhibits, and interactive sessions 
with schools. Last year, AbbVie 
also commissioned a STEM bus, 
which was used to transport more 
than 150 national school pupils 
from as far as Donegal to tour the 
company’s Sligo facilities during the 
festival.

Keep an eye out for upcoming 
AbbVie activities, which will be 
announced soon.

Soil Makers with 
the Organic 
Centre 
1.00, 2.30 & 
3.30pm

The Organic Centre’s 30 minute 
workshop explores the science of soil 
making, a DIY guide to recycling food 
and garden waste, demonstrating what 
you can do at home in a small space 
and in a short space of time. Saving the 
Planet in the modern world! Child and 
Adult friendly.

Primary School Science
12.30 – 2.30pm

Visit our online Primary Schools 
Science area to view videos and 
exciting experiments and activities 
demonstrated by primary school pupils 
from Sligo town and county.

Kitchen Chemistry with 
St Angela’s College

12.30, 1.30, 2.30 & 4pm

“Cooking up a 
Chemical Storm”

Students from St 
Angelas’s College, 
will blow your 
minds with their chemical wizardry 
just using a few ingredients from the 
kitchen cupboard! 

Join our virtual experience and 
learn how to make DNA, rain clouds, 
elephants’ toothpaste, rainbows  and 
lots more!



Science Week
SLIGO SCIENCE FESTIVAL’S LECTURES, EVENTS AND PERFORMANCES

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS – ALL EVENTS FREE

Sligo Science Festival 2020 – A Virtual Experience

The majority of this year’s Sligo Science Festival including the Sligo 
Science Fair will take place online.

We have a new Sligo Science Festival website to offer further 
information on the festival and to allow you to book onto activities 
during the festival. Go to www.sligosciencefestival.ie

To guarantee your place please book via our website or for schools 
activities please contact Oli Melia - melia.oli@itsligo.ie

Monday 9th November

Mysterious Microbes 
Online Workshop with Scientific Sue 
9.30am & 11am 
Primary Schools invitation only event

Mysterious Microbes has been 
designed to teach young people about 
microbes and how microbial infections 
are spread and can be prevented 
through improved hygiene.
This hands on workshop introduces, 
in a fun and engaging manner, the 
different types of microbes which share 
our world with us.

The interactive activities cover the 
topics of:
• hand hygiene 
• respiratory hygiene
•  Usefulness and dangers of some 

microbes.

The learning objectives of this 
programme are: 

•  Microbes can sometimes cause 
illness and diseases.

•  The symptoms of illnesses (like 
sneezing) can lead to microbes being 
spread and other people getting 
infected. 

•  Good hygiene can reduce the spread 
of microbes and so stop infections 
spreading. 

The mysterious microbe session is 
virtually introduced by Scientific Sue 
via a 20-minute video introducing 
microbes ‘the good the bad and the 
ugly!’

Professor Adrian V. S. 
Hill 
How fast can vaccines 
be developed for 
pandemics?: the 
COVID-19 experience
Webinar
Secondary Schools invitation only event
11am – 12 noon

Adrian V.S. Hill is Director of the 
Jenner Institute at Oxford University. 
His current lead malaria vaccine has 
shown high efficacy in clinical trials in 
the UK and Africa and is likely to be the 
first widely used vaccine to impact on 
the great disease burden of malaria in 
Africa.

In 2005 he founded the Jenner 
Institute at Oxford, an initiative aimed 
at accelerating public sector vaccine 
development for a range of infectious 
diseases, and partnered with the 
Pirbright Institute on veterinary vaccine 
development. The Jenner Institute 
is now the largest academic vaccine 
centre globally with clinical-stage 
vaccine programmes against thirteen 
diseases. 

Recently the Jenner Institute has 
initiated a major effort towards rapid 
development of a COVID-19 vaccine. A 
clinical trial of which he is the Oxford 
principal investigator is in progress.

He has published 600 research papers 
with over 68,000 citations and co-
founded several vaccine companies.

Professor Mark Miodownik
Delightful and Dangerous Liquids
Webinar
7pm
Public Event (all ages)

Liquids are the alter-ego of dependable 
solid stuff. While solid materials are 

humanity’s faithful 
friend, taking on the 
permanent shapes of 
clothes, shoes, phones, 
cars, and indeed 
airports, liquids are fluid; 
they will take on any shape, but only 
while contained. When not contained, 
they are always on the move, seeping, 
corroding, dripping, and escaping our 
control. When we put a solid material 
somewhere it stays there, often doing 
something very useful, like holding 
up a building or supplying electricity 
for a whole community. Liquids on the 
other hand are anarchic; they have a 
knack for destroying things. But they 
are wonderful too, wine, beer, tea, 
and coffee are all remarkable liquids. 
This talk is a journey into the realms 
of the strange, disruptive, sometimes 
corrosive, often delightful, sometimes 
toxic, but always interesting, liquids.

Tuesday 10th November

AUTOMATA – 
MECHANICAL ART 
WORKSHOP WITH 
FIRE THE INVENTOR
9.30am & 11am

Primary Schools 
invitation only event

Exercise your students skills 
while learning some basics about 
mechanical movement in this creative 
technology online workshop. Using a 
mix of pre-made parts, chopsticks, a 
cardboard box, and a load of art and 
craft materials, you can engineer a 
moving toy or automata that bursts into 
life at the turn of a handle. 
Once booked onto this online 
workshop, you will receive the schools 
kit to join in the workshop live via zoom 
on the day.
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Dr Michael Ryan
COVID-19: What 
have we learned 
and what do we 
need to do?
Webinar
11am – 11:45am
Secondary Schools 
invitation only event

An interactive session with Dr Michael 
Ryan, Executive Director, World Health 
Organisation Health Emergencies 
Programme.

Dr Mike Ryan has been at the 
forefront of managing acute risks 
to global health for nearly 25 years. 
He served as Assistant Director-
General for Emergency Preparedness 
and Response in WHO’s Health 
Emergencies Programme from 2017 
to 2019 Dr Ryan first joined WHO in 
1996, with the newly established unit 
to respond to emerging and epidemic 
disease threats. He has worked in 
conflict affected countries and led 
many responses to high impact 
epidemics.

He is a founding member of the Global 
Outbreak Alert and Response Network 
(GOARN), which has aided the response 
to hundreds of disease outbreaks 
around the world. He served
as Coordinator of Epidemic Response 
(2000-2003), Operational Coordinator of 
WHO’s response to 
the SARS outbreak 
(2003), and as 
WHO’s Director
of Global Alert and 
Response (2005-
2011)

It’s Only Water… Or Is 
It? Science Show
Science Show 
Time 9.30am, 11am 
Schools invitation only 
event

Science Made Simple 
It’s Only Water… Or Is It? 
Science Show
7pm
Public Event (All Ages)

This exciting, interactive science show 
explores all the amazing properties 
of water. Brought to you in the form 
of a trick and quiz show that involves 
the audience. We investigate all the 
things water can do. Can we squash 
it? Explode it? What happens when you 
boil water in space? We find out all this 
and more!

Professor Luke 
O’Neill
COVID19: an 
update
Webinar
Secondary 
Schools invitation 
only event
11am – 12 noon

COVID19 is the biggest pandemic to hit 
the world in 100 years. Since the SARS-
CoV2 virus was reported earlier this 
year we have learnt a huge amount 
about how it infects us, how our 
immune systems deals with it and the 
unfortunate consequences of infection 
for many. So where are we in our 
understanding of COVID19 and what 
does the future hold for vaccines and 
therapies? We are still in the middle 
of this pandemic and there are many 
uncertainties as to what will happen 
next. Science however is the way out of 
this and we must hope for the best in 
the coming months.

GULP!
Online show
8pm. 
Public event (all ages)

A hugely popular 
show, now in its 6th year, GULP!, in 
association with St. Angela’s is coming 
for dinner at your house! The show 
explores the science and culture of 
food, presented by science broadcaster 
Jonathan McCrea (Newstalk/RTE) 
and chef Ivan Varian (Dalkey Food 
Company). In an exclusive evening 
sitting, 6 (un)lucky households will 
open mystery food packages live 
and dine online for us all to watch. 
Showcasing some of the most unusual 
foods on the planet, Jonathan and Ivan 
invite you to explore all of the senses 

that affect how we enjoy our food. 
Expect the unexpected in this hilarious 
family show (+12 age recommended) 
and watch as participants try exotic 
meat, nutritious sludge, stinky fruit 
and much more. GULP! is a celebration 
of the senses that can be enjoyed from 
the comfort of your couch.

Check out www.stangelas.nuigalway.ie/
stangelas/news/sligo-science-festival-
2020---gulp.html for ticket & event 
information

Wednesday 11th November

AUTOMATA – MECHANICAL ART 
WORKSHOP WITH FIRE THE 
INVENTOR
9.30am 
Primary Schools invitation only event
** Details please see Tuesdays event**

Mysterious Microbes
Online Workshop with 
Scientific Sue 
11am 
Primary Schools 
invitation only event
** Details please see 
Mondays event**
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Professor Christopher Riley
Becoming a bi-planetary species
Webinar
2pm – 3pm
Secondary Schools invitation only event

Fifty years after NASA’s Apollo Moon 
landings, other space agencies and 
private companies around the world 
are heading back to the Moon. Writer 
and filmmaker Professor Christopher 
Riley explores the events, discoveries 
and technological advances which are 
propelling them there. Drawing on 
clips from his multi-award winning 
films, Chris will tell the story of how 
human ingenuity has hacked physics 
to propel us off Earth, on our way to 
becoming a spacefaring civilization. 
It’s an adventure powered by science 
and engineering, with surprising 
connections that span space and time. 

Professor Christopher Riley
Becoming a bi-planetary species
Repeated Recorded Webinar with live 
Q&A
7pm – 8pm Public event

See above information on this talk 
and join us for a live Q&A session with 
Professor Christopher Riley.

Apollo Raw and Uncut
Outdoor Film Screening
10am – 11pm (13 Hour)
IT Sligo Knocknarea Arena Car Park
Public event (all ages)

Between 1966 and 1972 NASA collected 
around 13 hours of 16mm film footage 
shot in space and on the surface of the 
Moon during the Apollo missions. 

For the last fifty years this unique film 
archive has been kept in very cold 
storage at the Johnson Space Centre in 
Houston. The film rolls have only been 
brought out of storage a handful of times 
to transfer onto new tape and digital 
formats, and only brief portions from a 
few of the most popular clips have ever 
been used in documentary films.

In a unique video installation called 
“Apollo Raw and Uncut”, writer and 
filmmaker Christopher Riley has 
stitched this entire extra-terrestrial 
archive together, to project into 
public spaces around the world. 
His compilation begins with the 
spectacular iconic high speed 
engineering shots of the Saturn V 
rocket launches, which carry us off 
Earth.

Sam Moore
Some Recent 
Revelations at the 
Carrowkeel passage 
tomb complex 
Webinar
7pm
Public Event (All Ages)

The dramatically located Neolithic 
passage tombs at Carrowkeel in 
south County Sligo have received 
little archaeological attention since 
excavations were carried out there in 
1911. However, a range of scientific 
analyses have been carried out in 
the last number of years that have 
significantly broadened our knowledge 
regarding the chronology, landscape 
and rituals associated with the 
monuments there. This talk discusses 
these various findings and will focus 
on the results of the study of the 
human remains from Carrowkeel 
found during the 1911 excavations. This 
includes evidence of body processing 
and dismemberment, isotope analysis 
and ancient DNA, along with over 35 
radiocarbon dates. Sam Moore is an 
archaeologist with a keen interest in 
Irish passage tombs specifically and 
prehistory in general. He has written 
or contributed to a considerable 
number of local history articles, books 
and guides, and has considerable 
archaeological excavation and survey 
experience

Thursday 12th November

The Amazing 
Wonderstruck 
Fan-Powered 
Car Workshop
Online Workshop 
9.30am, 11am and 
1pm

Primary Schools invitation 
only event

We’ve taken Fan-Powered Cars, our 
most popular workshop, made a few 
modifications and boxed it up ready for 
you to run for yourself.

Each box contains enough kit to build 
30 cars plus teacher notes explaining 
how to run the session, build 
instruction sheets for students, plus 
a powerpoint presentation and video 
explaining all the necessary science.
As students build and modify their cars 
they learn about simple circuits and 
forces and motion with plenty of fun 
along the way and an exciting race-off 
to finish the session.

Workshop packs are suitable for 
students aged 8 upwards and contain:
•  all the bits you need to build 30 Fan-

Powered Cars
•  pdf files of build instruction sheets
•  a powerpoint presentation and video 

showing the building process and 
explaining the science

•  teacher notes on how to run the 
session

•  an optional live workshop intro via 
Zoom or MS Teams 

All you will need to provide is:
•  a set of scissors
•  sticky tape
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to explore. You could practice these 
experiments and then try them out on 
your family and friends!
Featuring: Happy clappy science, Can 
you really believe your eyes?
Balancing with science, spatial 
awareness, Body parts! (proportion) 
& Become a smiling and yawning 
detective!

If you would like to participate along 
with the experiments, we recommend 
grabbing the following items:
1 30cm ruler • 1 A4 sheet of scrap 
paper • Your body! • A wine cork (for 
teacher / adults) • Access to a flat wall 
so as to stand against, with some space 
in front • Enough space to sit down on 
the floor

Dr Helen Pilcher
Bring Back 
the King: The 
Science of De-
extinction
Webinar
7pm
Public Event (All Ages)

Could woolly 
mammoths walk the 
Earth again? Could 
Jurassic Park become 
reality? Could Elvis 
Presley be resurrected 
from a sample of hair bought on 
eBay? De-extinction – the ability of 
scientists to bring extinct species back 
to life – is fast becoming reality and 
the implications are both profound 
and far-reaching. Join tea-drinking, 
biscuit-nibbling science and comedy 
writer Helen Pilcher as she explores 
the limits of scientific possibility and 
the cutting edge science making de-
extinction a reality. A former stem cell 
biologist gone rogue; Helen Pilcher 

is author of ‘Bring Back the King: the 
New Science of De-extinction’ and ‘Life 
Changing: How Human’s are Altering 
Life on Earth.’

Moonwalking in Sligo 
Northwest Adventure Tours
Location: Sligo Woodland Venue TBC
8pm

Join Northwest Adventure Tours for 
a fun and fact filled Moonlit Night 
Hike on Friday night. Hike under the 
starlit sky and learn the wonders of 
astronomy and what our ancestors 
thought about the skies. Discover how 
Star Wars really originated in Sligo and 
chill out under the stars while enjoying 
a warm drink and some tips from a 
professional night sky photographer. 
Be sure to bring your cameras along 
and pick up some new tips along 
the way. Northwest Adventure Tours 
torches will light the way through this 
ancient landscape that is steeped in 
history and astronomical connections. 
The hike will coincide with the tail end 
of Leonids Meteor Shower so you might 
lucky to enough to spot a few shooting 
stars. (Age 12 +)

Places are limited to 15 with social 
distancing measures in place. 
For further information and bookings 
visit the science festival website

Highlights of the other reels include:
•  The nine Earthrise moments shot on 

Apollo missions 10, 11 and 12
•  A full 9.5 minute slow motion lunar 

rover ‘Grand Prix’ test drive over the 
Moon’s heavily cratered surface.

•  An extended 11.5 minute sequence 
shot from the astronaut’s perspective 
– showing the view of a drive on 
the lunar rover through the Moon’s 
rugged Highlands.

•  Neil Armstrong’s first steps on the 
lunar surface seen from the window 
of the Lunar Module as filmed by 
Buzz Aldrin.

•  Re-entry at 25,000 mph seen 
from inside the Command Module 
windows – looking back at the 
vortices of coloured plasma 
streaming backwards into the black 
sky moments before splashdown.

Overview of Forensic Autopsy 
Pathology: Critical Forensic Basics 
and Case Studies with Dr. Paul 
Hartel,MD 
Webinar 8.00pm

Dr. Hartel is Consultant 
Histopathologist at Sligo 
University Hospital 
and Medical Director 
of Clinical Laboratory Medicine with 
Grafton City and Sistersville General 
Hospitals in West Virginia, USA. 
He is clinical associate professor 
with the Department of Pulmonary 
and Critical Care Medicine at West 
Virginia University School of Medicine 
and is Honorary Senior Lecturer in 
Pathology at National University of 
Ireland, Galway, School of Medicine. 
He is active in teaching and research 
with numerous publications, speaks 
nationally and internationally and as 
expert witness for Irish and US law 
firms. 

Dr Iain McCurdy
Cantus Vespertilio - hidden 
sounds
Webinar 
7.00pm
Public Event (All Ages)

Dr. Iain McCurdy 
is a lecturer in 
music at Maynooth 
University, specialising in 
electroacoustic composition, 
electronic music, sound 
design and field recording. 
Maynooth is famous for its choirs, both 
in the University and in St. Patricks 
College seminary. Cantus Vespertilio
is a project which aims to reveal 
the hidden choir of bats that chorus 
during the summer months and into 
the autumn and find their musicality 
that speaks to humans. Ireland’s bats 
produce sound that is inaudible to 
humans, being beyond the highest 
pitches that we can perceive. Dr 
McCurdy will show viewers how using 
specialised detecting, microphones 
and recording equipment to capture 
these sounds and through the use of 
sound processing techniques, make 
them audible to humans, revealing a 
panoply of chirps, warbles, slides and 
rhythms. 

Friday 13th November

Science workshop
Fooling Your Senses 
Workshop
9.30 & 11.30am
Primary Schools invitation 
only event

Our senses are easily fooled, and our 
bodies are full of science!
Join Science Made Simple in this highly 
interactive session, as we investigate 
the science that we can use our bodies 
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IT Sligo Science Roadshows
This year’s science roadshows for 
schools are all taking place online.
We have online shows, talks and 
workshops for you that are all noted in 
the programme and online at our new
website www.Sligosciencefestival.ie
For more information on how the  
activities will be delivered and to book 
your class or school on activities please 
contact Oli Melia : melia.oli@itsligo.ie

SFI: Science Week Roadshows:
Science Foundation Ireland will be 
broadcasting over 150 virtual Science 
Week roadshows throughout Science 

Week 2020. During the week there will 
be interactive and educational shows 
for all ages groups. With specific 
shows for primary and secondary 
schools, and evening and weekend 
offerings for the general public, and 
specific family hours. A wide range of 
topics will be covered, from dinosaurs 
to chemistry to electricity. There is 
something for everyone! A full list of 
shows and registration is available on 
ScienceWeek.ie

For more information on all 
events, please contact Oli Melia 
at melia.oli@itsligo.ie

AbbVie Schools Roadshow
AbbVie employees from their 
manufacturing sites in Sligo are 
participating in company supported 
outreach that’s focused on promoting 
science role models currently active 
in the Irish workplace. The company’s 
employees are aiming to drive greater 
student awareness of the rewarding 
career opportunities that can be 
unlocked by studying STEM subjects. 
Last year, AbbVie employees visit 
schools and the company hosted tours 
and activities at their sites.

This year, the AbbVie STEM team are 
hoping to showcase their work virtually.

If your school is interested in a virtual 
session with the AbbVie team, contact 
karen.gordon@abbvie.com

Education Centre
Sligo Education Centre provides access 
to training, development and support 
for teachers and the wider education 
community. Part of our role is the 
delivery of a varied local programme of 
activities for primary and post-primary 
teachers. We would love to hear from 
you on how we can support the delivery 
of science in your school. Get in touch by 
e-mailing us at info@ecsligo.ie 

IT Sligo Science, Engineering and Technology Departments have placed 
Science & Technology objects in shop windows in Sligo City Centre. Can you 
find them all?

Download the map from www.sligosciencefestival.ie and start the hunt. 

Once you complete the trail, e mail your completed maps to melia.oli@itsligo.
ie to enter the prize winning draw.

Science Roadshows 
for Schools in the Northwest

THE SLIGO SCIENCE TRAIL 
SCIENCE OBJECTS IN SHOP WINDOWS 

CAN YOU FIND THEM?
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Sligo Science Festival Organisers sincerely thank
Partners, Local Businesses and Community Groups 

for their support, including but not limited to:
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Building Our Green Campus

IT Sligo is working to achieve the national Green Campus Award. 
This is a student-led initiative, endorsed by our president, Dr. 
Brendan McCormack, which rewards long term commitment to 
reducing our environmental impact. It is an exciting time to be 
part of this change as we review all aspects of college life. From 
our teaching and research programs to our infrastructure and 
behavioural culture, we want to help shape our campus into a 
community that is responsible and accountable in respect of our 
natural environment and the resources that sustain us.

For more information and how to get involved contact our 
Sustainability Officer, Fiona Britton at britton.fiona@itsligo.ie
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